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Painting in Britain today, as in America, has great vitality and diversity. Pop, op, hard-edge, and shaped painting all have innovators and practitioners in England. The works in Contemporary British Painting were selected, under the sponsorship of the Peter Stuyvesant Foundation, to illustrate the main tendencies in British painting since the late 1950's. Alan Bowness' Introduction sets the present activity in a perspective of the entire twentieth century
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The appreciation of flower paintings, their beauty and the technical skill of their painters, has grown greatly in recent years. Peter Mitchell's book responds to this increased general interest and is at the same time a valuable work of reference. He follows the evolution of flower painting through four centuries, notably in its great period in seventeenth- and eighteenth century Holland, Flanders, France and Germany. He continues with the painters of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, assesses the British and American contributions, and gives botanical artists their due place
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